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Pastor’s Pen 
Joanne Martindale 

 
Easter is over: The contents of plastic eggs have 
been eaten, hard boiled Easter eggs are now egg 
salad and only the head of the chocolate bunny 
remains in the box. Baskets have been tucked away 
in the basement waiting for next year. And Jesus 
has been tucked safely back in the tomb.  
 
On Easter Sunday morning churches fill with people 
to celebrate the glorious resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. The pianist pulls out all the stops to fill the 
sanctuary with triumphant sounds to honor the 
risen Lord. Trumpet fanfares accompany the 
congregation’s voices, which are raised in the 
singing of Charles Wesley’s hymn, “Christ the Lord 
is Risen Today.” Choirs and the Praise band join in 
festive songs of victory. Hearts soar and joy fills the 
souls of the faithful who rejoice in Christ’s triumph 
over sin and death.  
 
Then comes the morning after. The emotional 
charge of Easter Sunday has left our hearts. Our 
souls, which had soared upward into the heavens 
on the wings of the truth of the resurrection, are  
brought earthward and burdened with the cares of 
the day. Our minds exchange meditations on the 
glories of Christ for a list of errands and groceries.  
 
Our worldly cares, like traffic, bills and laundry, 
push any thoughts of Christ’s resurrection out of 
our minds. Doubt loudly declaring, “move along 
there is nothing to see here.” It also makes us 
question the Easter miracle, so that when we look 

back at the tomb, the stone covers the opening and 
we go back to our old lives; going about business as 
though Christ was lying cold, still and dead inside 
the sepulcher.  
 
On the day after Easter, and each day after that, 
the stone remains rolled away from the entrance of 
Christ’s tomb and all God’s ministers must get to 
the divine work of proclaiming the eternal truth to 
a dying world that Christ is alive.  
 
What a wonderful Easter we had here at Rockville 
Presbyterian Fellowship with a Passover Seder, 
Maundy Thursday/Good Friday service, Easter 
services, egg hunts, and 7 new members. So many 
people were blessed with the canned goods we 
collected as well as the food we provided for two 
of our own church families who are struggling with 
bills and food.  
 
Our mission study will begin formally in April and 
will continue through the spring and into the fall. 
This will be a time when we meet in small groups 
to talk and dream about the mission of the church 
and what we want for the future.  
 
So keep Easter alive and connect with your 
community of faith.  
 

Fondly, Pastor Joanne 



 

  

  
 
 
 

   
 
 

 



 

MARK YOUR APRIL 2018 CALENDAR 
 
Sundays 
1st    EASTER SUNDAY: Pastor Joanne Martindale 

9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 10:30 AM Praise Worship 

DONUT SUNDAY – deferred to April 8th 
8th 2nd Sunday of Easter: Pastor Joanne Martindale 
 9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 10:30 AM Praise Worship 
 CENTS-ABILITY SUNDAY 
15th   3rd Sunday of Easter: Pastor Joanne Martindale 
 9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 10:30 AM Praise Worship 
 SANCTUARY SUNDAY 
22th  4th Sunday of Easter: Pastor Joanne Martindale 

9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 10:30 AM Praise Worship 
 DEACON SUNDAY – Deacon Meet and Greet 
29th   5th Sunday of Easter: Pastor Joanne Martindale 

9:00 AM Traditional Worship 
 10:30 AM Praise Worship 

Joan Gaut Recital 1-6 pm 
 

Mondays 
OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS 
6:30 pm - AA Group Book Study  
Tuesdays 
7:00pm - Toastmasters 
YOUTH GROUP  8th-12th Grade 

6:15-7:30 (includes supper) 
10th - MEC Meeting (off campus) 6 pm 
Wednesdays 
6:00 - 7:00 pm Bible Study in Pastor’s Study 
5:30 - 6:45 pm YOUTH GROUP  6th-8th Grade  
6:30 pm Praise Team 
18th - Library Meeting 1-3 pm 
       - Session Meeting in Pastor’s Office 7 pm 
20th - DEADLINE FOR “THE WORD” SUBMITTALS  
25th - Deacon’s Meeting 7:00 pm 
Thursdays 
6:30 pm - AA Group 
6:30 pm - Chancel Choir Practice   
12th - Pioneer Pot Luck Lunch 12 pm 
Fridays 
8:30 am - Men’s Breakfast at Denny’s, 1360 Holiday Lane (Near the Chevron Station), Fairfield 
Saturdays 
28th – Women’s Tea 2-4 pm 
 
 



 

REVEREND HENRY SUN 
 

Henry Sun was born and raised as an upstate New York Easterner, but 
found his way West when he attended Wheaton College near Chicago, 
IL.  There, he earned an undergraduate degree with a major in Bible, 
Religion, and Archaeology (1981) and a Master’s degree with a major 
in theology (1983).  From Wheaton he continued moving West and 
completed his education with a Ph.D. in Religion from The Claremont 
Graduate School (now University) in 1990. 
 
Henry has taught seminary students in Lexington, KY; pastored 
Presbyterians in Montevallo, AL; underwritten home mortgage loans 
in the Bay Area; and currently teaches high school math students in Vallejo as his full-time job in 
addition to serving as the Temporary Pastor of the Fairfield Presbyterian Church. 
 
Henry lives in Benicia with his fiancé, Stacey; their two Giant Schnauzers, Thea and Reina; and 
occasionally with his son, Tyler (who is completing Marine Boot Camp in San Diego in April 2018).  In 
what little spare time he has, he enjoys watching superhero movies, reading, and writing for the Daily 
Republic and Benicia Herald newspapers. 
 

 

WORSHIP AND THE REIGN OF GOD 
 

The Church in its worship and service is a living sign of the reign of God, which is both a present reality 
and a future promise. The Church’s activities do not bring about God’s realm; they are our grateful 
response to the grace of God at work in the world. We seek to worship and serve God faithfully, with the 
confidence that God’s reign has already been established and the hope that it will soon be revealed in 
fullness and glory.  
 
We do all of this in the name of Jesus, looking for the day when “every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father” (Phil. 2:10–11). Amen!  
 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever 
and ever! Amen. (Rev. 7:12)  

Pam Nelson, Worship Elder 
From the Presbyterian Book of Order 2017 - 2019 

 
 

SCRIP 
 

Scrip is always useful to have in your wallet when buying supplies for spring cleaning or for getting 
started on the seasonal yard and garden projects. Home Depot and Lowe’s donate 4% to RPF for each 
card sold. AND….if you are planning a trip anytime soon, we can order scrip for airlines, rental cars, gas 
stations, restaurants and hotels/motels from high end to budget establishments. These businesses 
donate from 2-8% of their profits to our church with no cost to you! Stop by our table between services 
or in the office Tues-Fri to preorder these cards. 



 

Souper Sunday 
Don't forget to volunteer to make soup to sell on the 3rd Sunday of the month! (April 15th)   
A sign-up sheet is on the rolling board. Proceeds go to campership for youth. 
 

Deacon Meet & Greet 
Sunday, April 22nd – refreshments will be provided by the deacons. 
 

Calling all Singers! 
If you would like to make a joyful noise unto the Lord, please join us on Thursday nights 
at 6:30 for rehearsals.  
 
The choir sings at the 9:00 service, and needs more singers, especially sopranos. Hope 
to see you then!                                             Stephanie Benton, Music Director  
 

 
 
 

Do you, a loved one or a friend need prayer? 
Contact Pam Nelson or call the church at (707) 863-0581 and your request will go out to 86 families who 
are committed to praying for you. 
 

Seniors 
Don't forget to join the Pioneer Club and share a lunch potluck every second Thursday at noon here at 
the church.  Great fellowship available for free!  
 

Address, phone # or email changes? 
Please call the office so we may update your information.  (707.863.0581 or rockpres@aol.com) 



 

By the Congregational Life Committee 
 

Saturday, April 28, 2018   2-4 PM   Ladies Tea Party in Keck Hall       
This event is open for the women of the church and anyone they wish to invite. 
 
Sunday, May 20, 2018  8:30-10:00 AM  Pancake Breakfast in Keck Hall   
This event will be prior to one service at 10:00 AM 
 
Wednesday, May 30, 2018  Dinner and Baseball at the Oakland Coliseum   
The cost is $45.00 per person. (See Linn Benson for tickets) 
 
Friday, June 15, 2018 Barbecue and Potluck Supper 5-8 PM   
The last day of VBS. Open to everyone in the congregation, VBS children and  
 their families. 
 
May, June, and July - Table for 6   
People will be able to sign up for a group of six for dinner once a month for three months. 
 
Saturday, September 22, 2018  Church Picnic 
Barbecue and potluck on the patio 5-8 PM. 
 
Sunday, October 21, 2018  Beach Blanket Babylon 
A play (late afternoon) in San Francisco with dinner afterwards.  
 
Saturday, November 10, 2018  Harvest Dinner with a program 5-7:30 PM. 
 
December 2018  Adult Christmas Party 
Including a white elephant gift exchange. (The date and time for the event will be set up later.) 

 

On March 23rd, String Chamber Music by the La Sierra University Students performed in Keck Hall. 
They were hosted by the North Bay Korean Church (NBKC). Our congregation was invited to attend as 
guests. One of the violinists' family attends the NBKC on Saturdays in our Worship Center. Elana Kim 
has played for our worship service several times. Her Dad is Dr. Eric Kim who has organized flu shots 
for free for our congregation as well. They were outstanding musicians! 



 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Session Meeting of March 21st 

  
Highlights unavailable at printing time. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 18th  

7 pm in the Pastor’s office. 
 
 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 
 

Adrianna Becerra 4 1 

Thomas deVries 4 1 

Connor McNeill 4 2 

Nicholas Wathen 4 3 

Trisha Edkin Binstock 4 6 

Joseph Jones 4 6 

Bailey Young 4 8 

Terry Rudzitis 4 9 

Craig Binstock 4 9 

Joseph Agbigay 4 11 

Will Leighton 4 12 

Samaiyah Agbigay 4 19 

Pamela Anderson 4 21 

Ruth Clay 4 24 

Melissa Hughes 4 24 

Galen Isadore 4 26 

Chris Grokenberger 4 28 

 
 

MILITARY MATTERS 
Please pray for our military 

 

• Pierce Weller, Son of David & Patty Weller  

• Shane Dooley, Grandson of Betty Dooley  

• Trevor Clark, Son of Steve & Teresa Clark  

• Francisco Rodrigo Galvan & Anthony Vincent Perez, sons of Lorena & Tony Perez 

• Kayla Boardway, Granddaughter of Lorraine & Larry Vilardo  

• Robert Barnes, former pianist  (1st service) 

• Sarah Meadows, granddaughter of David and Joan Gaut 
 
 (Note:  If we are missing anyone, please call the church office.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MISSION, EVANGELISM AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Tuesday, March 6th, 2018 

 
Good news! We have eaten enough donuts, jam, and bread to bring our campership accounts back to just 
short of the original $10,000 grant. Pass the word that our kids need to check out which camp they wish to go 
to this year and find a friend to bring along with them. 
 
Our congregation is now helping to fund Dori Hjalmarson as a missionary to Honduras. We will give you more 
detailed information as we receive it from her. Dori is the second missionary directly supported by RPF. The 
first, Joshua Heikkila, works in Central West Africa. We recently helped Josh with the “Goats for an African 
New Year Project”, and the wells project last summer. Now, that’s two continents….so far. 
 
Our hallway bulletin board has been updated thanks to Joan Gaut and Sharon Campbell. If any of you spot any 
RPF members in the news, especially with photos, please send pictures to Joan or Sharon so we can share 
them on the hallway board. Any new pictures of our extended family military members would also be 
appreciated. 
 
Our church, through MEC, has been actively participating in a conversation with our sister church, Fairfield 
Presbyterian, on how we might combine efforts in reaching out to the local community. This effort is being 
spearheaded by Jim Edwards, Layna Kinsman (both MEC members), Pastor Joanne, and Pastor Sun.  We will 
keep you informed as progress is made. Any decisions will be made by Session with congregational input. 

 
 
 

News From the Library Committee 
Peggy Rollins, Stacey McNeill, and Cheryl Zimmerman 

 
The RPF library committee has come to a point where we are ready to discard/donate unused or outdated 
biblical reference materials. In the upcoming weeks, we will be taking these unwanted materials off the 
shelves in order to make it easier to use the collection that is left and to make room for any new additions. 
  
We continue to welcome any comments or suggestions as to the library collection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

   
 

   

 

 

     
 
 

  



 

Meet Your Deacon: Judy Boswell 
 
I was born in Sacramento.  Raised in Carmichael, just outside of Sacramento, in a home where my daughter 
and her family now live.  When I left home, I moved to Hawaii with my husband where my oldest daughter 
was born at Tripler Army Hospital. 
 
After Hawaii, we returned to Carmichael.  My youngest daughter was born there.  My next move was to 
Ventura, CA with the girls.  I went to work for the State of California as a claims adjuster for industrial injuries.  
We bought a home and settled in.  At that point I learned about the Army Reserve.  I joined and became a 
Personnel Management Specialist at the 750 bed Reserve Army Hospital, where I put in 21 years of service.   
While there I met Scotty.  We were married at Lake Tahoe in the most beautiful outdoor setting not far from 
Zephyr Cove.  In 1990,  as we were considering a move north to be closer to my parents, Scotty got his transfer 
to the Presidio and my unit was activated under Desert Storm.  I was sent to the hospital at Fort Ord and 
Scotty moved to San Francisco.  
 
When I returned from Fort Ord I transferred from my Ventura office to our home office in San Francisco and 
became an audit analyst.  We bought our house in Fairfield in 1992 - half way between my mother in 
Carmichael and work in San Francisco.  Eventually, I found Rockville Presbyterian. We were occasional church 
goers until I retired from the State after 32 years of service.   I first began helping in the kitchen for VBS and 
started meeting more people.  Then, Scotty decided he would come more frequently.  The more we came, the 
more comfortable he became talking to people and going out to breakfast.  The friends we made have 
become very important in our lives, especially when he was in the hospital that last time. They visited, sent 
cards, and called to see how things were going.   You don’t realize how important your church family is until 
they show up to support you when you need them most. 
 
I never planned on becoming a Deacon, I like to stay in the background and just take care of things quietly, but 
I decided it was a way I could give back to the people of the church for all they have given me. 

 
 (Who is Judy? She’s in the group photo below.)

 
Presenting our 2018 Elders and 
Deacons 
 
Thank you for volunteering!! 

 
 
From left to right:  Karen Thor, Sharon Peterson, 
Judy Boswell, Sara Isadore, Paula Suarez-Hevia, 
Steve Vidmar, Gary Dreibelbis, Reta Jones, Pam 
Nelson, Peggy Rollins, Norrie Gardiner, Jack 
Batson, Diana Bryggman, Sabrina Woods, David 
Woods, Claudia Wathen, and Dave Gaut. 
Missing: Linn Benson, King Chittenden, and 
Sharon Swicker. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 CHURCH CONTACTS DIRECTORY 
 

PASTOR: 

Rev. Joanne Martindale 
 

STAFF: 
Melody McCloskey, Office Manager, 707-863-0581, rockpres@aol.com 
Alyson Barrett, Youth Director  
Lynn McDonald, Accountant 
Stephanie Benton, Music Director  
Steve Clark, Praise Team Leader  
Andrew Benton, Pianist  
Joan Gaut, Substitute Pianist  
Pam Nelson, Building Attendant  
Stacey McNeill, Web Master  
Lindsey Hardy, Childcare  
Faith Clark & Daphne Woods, Power Point Technicians  
Sharon Peterson 1st service and Carol Kreisman 2nd service, Sunday school teachers 

 

2018 SESSION ELDERS 
Jack Batson, Administration  
David Woods, Buildings & Grounds 
Paula Suarez-Hevia, Christian Education  
Gary Dreibelbis, Clerk of Session  
Linn Benson, Treasurer/Stewardship/Nomination  
Sara Isadore, Congregational Life  
Dave Gaut, Mission, Evangelism and Communications  
Diana Bryggman, Membership Development  
Pamela Nelson, Worship  

 

2018 DEACONS 
Sabrina Woods, Moderator  
Reta Jones, Treasurer  
Sharon Swicker, Secretary  
Claudia Warthen, Parish List  
King Chittenden  
Norrie Gardiner  
Steve Vidmar  
Peggy Rollins  
Karen Thor  
Judy Boswell  
Sharon Peterson  
 
 

Layna Kinsman, Newsletter 

• Proofreaders: Gary Dreibelbis and Joan Gaut  

mailto:rockpres@aol.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rockville Presbyterian Fellowship Mission Statement  
 

Rockville Presbyterian Fellowship seeks  
To honor God and walk in the footsteps of Jesus, 

To participate in the building of His kingdom here on earth,  
To act with justice and to help those in need,  

To be a forgiving and merciful people, 
To resist evil and flee from the temptations of life, and  

To seek His power and glory forever. 

 
Inspired by “The Lord’s Prayer” and Adopted by Session on December 9, 2015 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

9:00 am – Traditional Worship 
10:30 am – Contemporary Worship 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Joanne Martindale 
Youth Director: Alyson Barrett 
Church Administrator: Jack Batson 
Praise Team Leader: Steve Clark 
Choir/Music Director: Stephanie Benton 
Childcare Provider: Lindsey Hardy 
 

Office Manager: Melody McCloskey 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tues – Fri: 9am – 2pm 
Phone: (707) 863-0581 
 
www.rockvillepresbyterian.org 
Email: rockpres@aol.com 

Rockville Presbyterian  
4177-A Suisun Valley Road  
Fairfield, CA 94534  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


